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The Immunization Plan is comprised of Seven Key Elements
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Measuring success

• All Canadians have access to a safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine.

• Canadians are immunized against COVID-19

• Morbidity and mortality caused by COIVD-10 are significantly reduced.

• Canada’s immunization system is strengthened to better address future public 

health crises.
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Key players
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• Ongoing monitoring and assessment activities of emerging safety 

issues as well as information sharing with domestic and international 

partners. 

• Companies are required to continuously monitor the use of their 

health products and report any side effects to Health Canada. 

• Health Canada also monitors other sources of information, including 

actions taken for safety reasons by international regulatory 

agencies. 

Safety After Authorization



Access to a safe and effective vaccine
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Priority Populations: Early COVID-19 Vaccination*

Stage 1

• Residents and staff of congregate living settings that provide care for 

seniors

• Adults 70 years of age and older, beginning with adults 80 years of age and 

older, then decreasing the age limit by 5-year increments to age 70 years 

as supply becomes available

• Health care workers (including those who work in health care settings and 

personal support workers with direct contact with patients)

• Adults in Indigenous communities where infection can have 

disproportionate consequences
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* Based on independent, expert advice provided by the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)



Stage 2

NACI recommends that as additional COVID-19 vaccine supplies become 

available with sufficient supply to vaccinate the above populations, authorized 

COVID-19 vaccine(s) should be offered to individuals without 

contraindications in the following populations:

• Health care workers not included in the initial roll-out

• Residents and staff of all other congregate settings (e.g., quarters for 

migrant workers, correctional facilities, homeless shelters)

• Essential workers
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* Based on independent, expert advice provided by the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)
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Federal government to 
support transportation 

and delivery

Ultra-frozen storage 
and handling (-80 C)

Distributed using 
existing distribution 
mechanisms across 
Canada

 More typical vaccine 
storage and handling 
requirements

Frozen storage and 
handling (-20 C)

Delivery and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines



The Vaccine Rollout
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Model clinics are 
being established 
across Canada to 

train and prepare for 
the first vaccines. 



Timeline

• December: launch of the National Operations Centre, national logistics service 

provider, and establishment of model points of vaccine administration across 

Canada for training purposes.

• December: commencement of immunization of priority populations.

• April: continue immunization with expanded priority populations.

• Summer: immunization of general population.

• End of 2021: completion of COVID-19 immunization campaign.
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Digital Tools: COVID-19
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Key Information : COVID-19
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Awareness resources
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/awareness-

resources.html

Digital Tools
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/digital-resources.html

COVID-19 Immunization Plan
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-

reponse/canadas-covid-19-immunization-plan.html

COVID-19 Vaccines 
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks/covid-

19-vaccine-treatment.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/awareness-resources.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/digital-resources.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse/canadas-covid-19-immunization-plan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks/covid-19-vaccine-treatment.html


Call to Action: Be an Ambassador for COVID-19 Vaccination

Inform others: Help us share credible COVID-19 information on vaccines and

public health with your communities (Toolkit).

Champion healthy practices: As vaccination rolls out, lead by example by 

following good public health practices to protect against COVID-19 and encourage

your community members to do the same.

Think local: Your local public health authority determines appropriate measures

within your community so “think local” and follow local public health advice. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OYBxF0sgXdQBFDmOe0AN8v2HivNB0Fco/view?usp=sharing

